
Various Prayers & Intercessions for Peace

@ Prayer for Peace of Pope Francis (September 30, 2016)

Lord Jesus,
we adore your cross
which frees us from sin, the origin of every division and evil;
we proclaim your resurrection,
which ransoms man from the slavery of failure and death;
we await your coming in glory,
which will bring to fulfillment your kingdom of justice, joy and peace.

Lord Jesus,
by your glorious passion,
conquer the hardness of our hearts, imprisoned by hatred and selfishness;
by the power of your resurrection,
save the victims of injustice and maltreatment from their suffering,
by the fidelity of your coming,
confound the culture of death and make the triumph of life shine forth.

Lord Jesus,
unite to your cross the sufferings of the many innocent victims:
the children, the elderly, and the persecuted Christians;
envelop in paschal llght those who are deeply wounded:
abused persons, deprived of freedom and dignity:
let those who live in uncertainty experience the enduring constancy of your kingdom: the exiles, refugees, and those
who have lost the joy of living.

Lord Jesus,
cast forth the shadow of your cross over peoples at war;
may they learn the way of reconciliation, dialogue and forgiveness;
let the peoples so wearied by bombing experience the joy of your resurrection:
raise up lraq and Syria from devastation:
reunite your dispersed children under your gentle kingship:
sustain Christians in the Diaspora and grant them the unity of faith and love.

O Virgin Mary, Queen of peace,
you who stood at the foot of the cross,
obtain from your Son pardon for our sins;
you who never doubted the victory of his resurrection,
sustain our faith and our hope;
you who are enthroned as Queen in glory,
teach us the royal road of service and the glory of love.

Amen.

Pope Francis' Prayer for Peace {June 4, 2014)

Lord God of peace, hear our prayerl

We have tried so many times and over so many years to resolve our conflicts by our own powers and by the force of
our arms. How many moments of hostiliiy and darkness have we experienced; how much blood has been shed; how
many lives have been shattered; how many hopes have been buried.. , But our efforts have been in vain.



Now, Lord, come to our aid! Grant us peace, teach us peace; guide our steps in the way of peace. Open our.eyes
and our hea(s, and give us the courage to say: "Never again war!"; "With war everything is lost". lnstill in our hearts
the courage to take concrete steps to achieve peace.

Lord, God of Abraham, God of the Prophets, God of Love, you created us and you call us to live as brothers and
sisters. Give us the strength daily to be instruments of peace; enable us to see everyone who crosses our path as our
brother or sister. Make us sensitive to the plea of our citizens who entreat us to turn our weapons of war into
implements of peace, our trepidation into confident trust, and our quarreling into forgiveness.

Keep alive within us the flame of hope, so that with patience and perseverance we may opt for dialogue and
reconciliation. ln this way may peace triumph at last, and may the words "division". "hatred" and "war" be banished
from the heart of every man and woman. Lord, defuse the violence of our tongues and our hands. Renew our hearts
and minds, so that the word which always brings us together will be "brother", and our way of life will always be that
of. Shalom, Peace, Salaam!

Amen.

Prayer of Pope Benedict XVI fcr the World Day of Peace (Jan. 1, 2007)

Tc the Queen of Peace, the Mother of Jesus Christ "our peace" (Eph 2:14), I entrust my urgent prayer for all
humanity at the beginning of the year . .. to which we look with hearts full of hope, notwithstanding the dangers and
difficulties that surround us. May Mary show us, in her Son, the Way of peace, and enlighten our vision, so that we
can recognize Christ's face in the face of every human person, the heart of peacel

Pope.iohn Faul ll

O God, Creator of the universe, who extends your paternal eoncern over every creature and guides the events of
history to the goal of salvation, we acknowledge your fathedy love when you break the resistance of mankind and, in
a world torn by strife and discord, you make us ready ior reconciliation. Renew for us the wonders of your mercy;
send forth your Spirit that he may work in the intimacy of hearts, that enemies may begin to dialogue, that adversaries
may shake hands and peoples may encounter one another in harmony May all commit themselves to the sincere
search for true peace which wiil extinguish all arguments. for charity which overcomes hatred, for pardon which
disarms revenge.

Prayer of Pope John Paul ll for the World Day of Peace {Jan. 1, 2002}

"Salve, Madre santal"
Virgin Daughter of Zion,
how deeply must your Mother's heart suffer for this bloodshed!

The child you embrace has a name that is dear to the peoples of bibiical religion: "Jesus," which means "God saves,"
So the Archangel named him before he was conceived in yourwomb (cf. Lk2,21).ln the face of the newborn
Messiah, we recognize the face of ail your children, who suffer from being despised and exploited. We recognize
especially the faces of your children, to whatever race. naiion or culture they may belong

For ihem, O Mary, for their future. we ask you to move hearts hardened by hatred so that they may open to love and
so that revenge may finally give way to forgiveness.

Obtain for us, O Mother, that the truth of this affirmation - Na peace withaut justice, no justice withaut forgiveness --

be engraved on every heart Thus the human family will be able to find the true peace, that fiows from the union of
justice and mercy.

Holy Mother, Mother of the Prince of Peace. help us!
Mother of Humanity and Queen of Peace, pray for usl



@9 
tslessed John XXlll

Lord Jesus Christ, who are called the Prince of Peace, who are yourself our peace and reconciliation, who so often
said, "Peace to you," grant us peace. Make all men and women witnesses of truth, justice, and brotherly love. Banish
from their hearts whatever mighi endanger peace. Enlighten our rulers that they may guarantee and defend the great
gift of peace. May all peoples of the ea(h becomes as brothers and sisters. May longed-for peace blossom forth and
reign always over us all.

Pope Leo Xlll

O Lord, you see how everywhere the winds have burst forth, and the sea is convulsed with the great violence of the
rising waves. Command, we beseech you who alone are able, both the winds and the sea. Restore to mankind the
true peace of your name, that peace which the world cannot give, and the calm of social harmony. Under your favor
and inspiration may men return to due order, and having overthrown the rule of greed, bring back again as ought to
be, the love of God, justice, charity toward neighbor, temperance in all desires. May your kingdom come. May all
recognize that they are subject to you, and must seme you who are truth and salvation; that without you they labor in
vain. ln your law is reason and fatherly kindness. You are ever at hand with your strength and your copious power to
help man to keep it. Life upon earth is a warfare, but you watch the contest and aim man to conquer. The weak you
sustain; the victor you crown.

Saint John of the Gross

O blessed Jesus, give me stiilness of soul in You. Let your mighty caimness reign in me. Rule me, O King of
Gentleness, King of Peace

Alcuin of York

Christ, why do you allow wars and massacres on earth? By what mysterious judgment do you allow innocent people
to be cruelly slaughtered? I cannot know. I can only find assurance in the promise that your people will find peace in

heaven, where no one makes war. As gold is purified by fire, so you purify souls by these bodily tribulations, making
them ready to be received above the stars in your heavenly home.

$aint Francis of Assisi

Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace;
Where there is hatred, let me sow charity;
Where there is injury, pardon;
Where there is error, the truth;
Where there is doubt, the faith;
Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light: and
Where there is sadness, joy.
O, Divine Master,
Grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled, as to console;
To be understood as to understand:
To be loved as to love;
For it is in giving that we receive;
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned:
And it is in dying to ourselves that we are bern to eternal life. Amen.
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Prayer For Peace ln Our Communities

Let us pray . . .

O Lord our God, in your mercy and kindness,
no thought of ours is left unnoticed, no desire or concern ignored.

You have proven that blessings abound
when we fall on our knees in prayer,
and so we turn to you in our hour of need.

Surrounded by violence and cries for justice,
we hear your voice telling us what is required . . .

"Only to do justice and to love goodness,
and to walk humbly with your God" (Mi6:8).

Fill us with your mercy so that we, in turn,
may be merciful to others.
Strip away pride, suspicion, and racism
so thal we may seek peace and justice in our communities.

Strengthen our hearts so that they beat only
to the rhythm of your holy will.
Flood our path with yoirr lighi as we walk humbly toward a future
filled with encounter and unity.

Be with us, 0 Lord, in our efforts,
for only by the prompting of your grace
can we progress toward virtue.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Prayer of the Faithful for the Day of Prayer for Peace in Our Communities

For an end to the violence perpetrated by harsh words, deadly weapons, or cold indifference, May our homes, our
nation, and countries around the world become havens of peace, let us pray to the Lord.

For the grace to see every human being as a child of God, regardless of race, language or culture, let us pray tc the
Lord.

For the wisdom to receive the stories and experiences of those different from ourselves and to respond with respect,
let us pray to the Lord.

For the strength to teach our children how to resolve differences non-violently and respectfully, and the courage to
model it in our own behavior, let us pray to the Lord.

For our faith community. that we may celebrate and welcome the diverse faces of Christ in our worship. our
ministries, and our leaders, let us pray to the Lord.

For our faith community, that we may respond boldly to the Holy Spirit's cali to act together to end vlolence and
racism. let us pray to the Lord.

For heaiing and justice ior all those who have experienced violence and racism, Iet us pray to the Lord.

For the protection of all police and first responders who risk their lives daily to ensure our safety, for fair and just
policing that will promote peace and wellbeing in all our neighborhoods, let us pray to the Lord.

For our public officials, that they will strive to work for fair education, adequate housing, and equal opportunities for
employment for all, let us pray to the Lord.



For our parish, that we may cultivate welcome, extend hospitality, and encourage the participation of people of all

cultures, ethnicities and backgrounds, let us pray to the Lord.

For the courage to have difficult conversations about racism, and for a better appreciation of how our words and
actions - or even our silence - can impact our communities, let us pray to the Lord.

For solidarity in our global human family, that we may work together to protect those who are most vulnerable and
most in need, let us pray to the Lord.

Prayers from the Roman Missal

For the Preservation of Peace and Justice
O God, who have revealed
that peacemakers are to be called your children,
grant, we pray,
that we may work without ceasing to establish that justice
which alone ensures true and lasting peace.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

O God, who show a father's care for all,
grant, in your mercy,
that the members of the human race,
to whom you have given a single origin,
may form in peace a single family
and always be united by a fraternal spirit.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

O God, creator of the world,
under whose governance

the design for all the ages unfolds,
be attentive, we pray, to our petitions
and grant to our times tranquility and peace,
that we may exult with unceasing joy
in praise of your grant mercy.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

O God of peace, who are peace itself
and whom a spirit of discord cannot grasp,

nor a violent mind receive,
grant that those who are one in heart
may persevere in what is good
and that those in conflict
may forget evil and so be healed.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and relgns with you

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.



ln Time of War or Civil Disturbance
O God, merciful and strong,
who crush wars and cast down the proud,
be pleased to banish violence swiftly from our midst
and to wipe away all tears,
so that we may all truly deserve to be called your children.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

O God, author and lover of peace,
to know you is to live, to serve you is to reign;
defend against every attack those who cry to you,
so that we, who trust in your protection,
may not fear the weapons of any foe.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

A, Praye:'to End Gun Vlolence
Merciful Lord, we come to you heavy hearted, forwe have heard the cries of the slain calling to us from
the ground. We come remembering all the lives lost to the weapons of war that have flooded our
communities. We come reminded of the many bodies locked in jails and prisons all across this
country. And we ask for your mercy.

Although we find ourselves in a broken world - a world in which hurting people hurt other people, it is no
mystery that you are a God capable of healing our world through justice and fairness. Your own
revelation has shown us that you stand firmly with those people whose backs are against the wali. Your
own life demonstrates how you came from heaven to earth to redeem creation, our communities and our
own lives. So we ask for ihis same redemptive power to be unleashed among us as it was on the day of
Pentecost. May we be empowered by your Spirit to reverse the conditions that produce young men and
women who are driven to resort to violence and destructive behavior in their fight to stay alive and
struggle to remain free.

We know that you have no pleasure in the death of anyone. so we boldly come to ihe throne of grace
today dear Lord, seeking your wisdom as we create strategies that provide pathways and lifelines to hope
and healing. Help us to remember we are all your children, created in your image, and we are connected
by a single garment of mutuality and destiny. Cause us to never forget how our needs are the same and
our calling to address these needs are the same. Reveal to us Lord, that the pain felt in Newtown is the
same pain felt in Chicago. The tears shed in Oak Creek are the same tears shed in Oakland. The lives
lost in Tucson are the same lives lost in Camden. The children being buried in Aurora are the same
children being buried in Detroit.

We cry out to you. heal our souls from this scourge of violence Endow us with the courage to step down
from the pulpits and out from behind our desks to seek the peace of the city. ln the coming days and
weeks as our leaders debate solutions, Lord we ask thai you grant us the voice to speak truth power and
demonst;"ate sacrificial compassion to the hurting

Teach us your ways, O God. Bless us with the wisdom and strength to put down our swords and be
peacemakers. Use us. work through us and, rf necessary, work in spite oi us to mend our nation's
brokenness.

We thank you for your protecting embrace and unfailing love.


